PROGRAM
INFORMATION
WATER ~
TOO VALUABLE
TO USE JUST ONCE
East San Diego County imports most of its
drinking water supply from Northern
California and the Colorado River –
hundreds of miles away.

Our economy, livelihood and well-being
depend on a reliable source of water.
Cyclical droughts, increasing imported water
costs and supply challenges have highlighted
the need to identify new, local water sources.
Innovative water recycling technology makes
it possible for East County to create and
control its water supply.

The East County Advanced Water Purification Program
is a regional water and wastewater solution.

The East County Advanced Water Puriﬁcation Program
will create a new, local, sustainable and drought-proof
drinking water supply. The Program will use
state-of-the-art technology to purify East San Diego
County’s recycled water while reducing dependence
on imported water.

FUTURE
WATER SOLUTIONS

Program Partners:

The East County Advanced Water Purification
Program is the result of many years of
strategic, long-term planning. The Program
provides East County with increased local
control of its water supply and decreases
reliance on wastewater systems discharging
into the Pacific Ocean. This independence
secures a long-term solution for increased
stability in our communities and safeguards
the vitality of East San Diego County’s
economy and quality of life.

Rendering of future East County Advanced Water Purification Facility in Santee, CA

The Program is scheduled to begin
distributing water in 2025 and is a
collaborative partnership between Padre Dam
Municipal Water District, County of San Diego,
the City of El Cajon and Helix Water District.
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WHY IS THE PROGRAM NEEDED?

East San Diego County faces many water challenges. The East County Advanced Water Purification Program
ensures a reliable water supply for East County for generations to come.

MOST of East County’s drinking
water is imported from hundreds of
miles away from the Sacramento Bay
Delta and the Colorado River.
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The CO$T of imported water and
wastewater treatment continues to rise.
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Both imported water and wastewater treatment
are SUBJECT TO RISING CO$TS which are
currently out of local agencies’ control.
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California will always face
unpredictable DROUGHTS.
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Imported water requires an enormous
amount of ENERGY to transport.
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The MAJORITY of East County's
wastewater is treated and discarded into
the ocean. This Program will capture and
reuse this valuable water resource.
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4 STEPS TO PURIFY RECYCLED WATER

A four-step water puriﬁcation process will treat recycled water using state-of-the-art technologies.
After these innovative treatment
steps, pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
micro plastics, bacteria and viruses
are removed and the water
achieves high state and federal
drinking water standards. The
water is so pure that beneficial
minerals must be added back into
the water before it is finished.
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HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
It Starts
Here

Clean, safe,
high-quality
water is
delivered to
homes and
businesses.

Wastewater
from homes and
businesses is collected
for treatment.

Wastewater
is treated and
recycled at the new
Water Recycling Facility.

Water is treated again
at the Helix Water
District's R.M. Levy
Water Treatment Plant
before distribution.

The water
is mixed with
water at Lake
Jennings.

The recycled
water goes
through a
four-step
purification
process.
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COST AND SCHEDULE
MORE THAN

$131 MILLION

IN GRANTS AND INCENTIVES PLUS
$489 MILLION IN LOW INTEREST LOANS
SECURED AND MORE IN PROGRESS!
One of the key goals of the East County Advanced Water Purification Program is to produce a local water supply at
a cost comparable to imported water. One of the many benefits this project offers is more local control over costs.
To date this project has secured $131 million in grants and incentives and $489 million in low interest loans. This
funding reduces impacts to ratepayers and makes the program cost effective. Results from a third party financial
analysis shows the Advanced Water Purification Program will improve long-term water and wastewater costs.

TAKE A TOUR OF THE

DEMONSTRATION FACILITY!
Explore the four-step water puriﬁcation process. Take a
tour that illustrates how the water is purified. The tour also
explains how the water produced at the facility meets the
public health objectives to earn conceptual approval from
the State Water Resources Control Board’s Division of
Drinking Water.
Approximately 100,000 gallons of puriﬁed water
are created at the facility each day. This water is not
distributed as drinking water but is reused at the facility.

ON THE TOUR YOU WILL

SEE

ﬁrst-hand
how technology
is used to
recycle and
purify water
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LEARN

why the
program is
needed
in
East County

DISCOVER
the beneﬁts
of this
potential
new water
supply

Visit www.EastCountyAWP.com or call (619) 258-4613 to:
• Sign up for a tour
• Schedule a community presentation
• Learn more about the Program

